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Southbourne School of English Levels

Starter (A0 working towards CEF A1)

At this level students have an extremely limited vocabulary and are working towards beginner level,

Beginner (Ao working towards CEF A1)

is lev
At this Iet'el lgarners can use a very narrow range of language adequate for the most basic communication. Simple, very short
conversation is only possible with a lot of assistance from a native English speaker.

Elementary (CEF A1)

Leez;:;\elrs at tlgls ||gv:l can u§e a limited rapge of language which is adequate for short conversations and expressing simple survival
needs in an English-speaking country. Significant assistance is still necessary for any extended conversation.

Pre-intermediate (CEFA2)

Atthis level learners can use a range of language sufficient for familiar situations and simple practical needs in an English-speaking

country. Very frequent mistakes with accuracy and lack of vocabulary affect any prolonged communication, but the message is
usually recovered with repetition and/or assistance.

Intermediate (CEFB1)

At this level learners have a good basic vocabulary. They can use English effectively in most familiar situations and when not under
pressure. Rather frequent problems with grammatical accuracy, appropriacy and organisation restrict continued communication,
but the general message is usually communicated and comprehended with repetition and/or assistance.

Upper-intermediate (CEF B2)

Learners at this level have a wide passive and good active vocabulary across a wide range of general topic areas. They can use
English independently and confidently in all familiar situations. Noticeable lapses in grammatical accuracy, comprehension and
appropriacy do not generally hinder communication and comprehension. When learners do have difficulties, communication is
generally recovered easily. They are developing an awareness of register across all four language skills. Learners at this level have

sufficient expertise in the language to cope with clerical, secretarial and junior management positions where they have to use
English with native and non-native speakers. : .

Advanced (CEFC1)

Learners at this level have an extensive activg and passive vocabulary across a comprehensive range of topic areas. They also
have a range of idiomatic language at their q|sposal and have developed a good awareness of register across all four language
skills. They can use English confidently, effectively and appropriately including in the most demanding situations or when under

significant pressure. Lapses in accuracy, appropriacy and organisation of language rarely affect communication and when any
difficulties do occur they are easily overcome.
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